
 

 

 

January 8 12:00 PM at Beaverhill Museum and Nature Center 

“Building a Strong Community by Promoting Business and Economic Growth” 

 

Present

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Greg Litwin called the meeting to order at 12:08 and members introduced themselves 

2. Adoption of Agenda 

Welcoming and Inclusive Communities Seminar was added to the “Updates” portion of 

the agenda.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as amended. 

CARRIED 

3. Adoption of Dec 4, 2013 minutes  

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of December 4 be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 

4. Financial report 

Treasurer Kari Dinton was not present to give a full financial report. Greg Litwin gave an 

account balance of $10350.39 in the Checking account and $5812.35 in the Savings 

Account 

5. Membership 

It is time to renew memberships for 2014. The price is the same as 2013 - $60.00. There 

were a few members that paid in advance for a lunch last year and because lunch was 

not provided in December, those who paid for the lunch and attended the meeting in 

December, can pay a reduced membership fee of $53.00. There are three ways to pay, 
bring it to the next meeting, mail or drop it off at BMO - attention Kari Dinter.  

Calvin reminded the members that there are benefits to being a member of the 

chamber including the value added programs found on the chamber website 

www.tofieldchamber.com/resources 

 

A question arose: what is the difference between chamber membership and sign banner 

program? Greg Litwin explained they are two different programs and fees. Calvin 

Andringa added further in 2009 there was a one-time fee and then a couple years later 

there was another fee to refurbish the signs. 

Greg Litwin  Lorenz Team Vanita Eglauer Town of Tofield 
Dan Hillyer Aegis Security Harold Conquest Town of Tofield 
Calvin Andringa Tofield Alliance Church Jeff Edwards Town of Tofield 
Jennifer Blasetti BMO Bonnie Ferguson Royal Canadian Legion Br #91 
Daniel Schmidt-Paloorn ATB Financial Barbara Ferguson Royal Canadian Legion BR # 91 
Yvonne Brown Busy B/Farmers Market Brenda Clark Ravenhill 



There was some problems because there were no more posts available for new signs. 

The problem may be rectified with the revitalization of Main Street because the amount 

of posts has increased. 

 

The Chamber Executive apologized for any missing information or other problems that 

occurred in the transition from one executive to the next. It was noted the town list of 

chamber members is outdated. It was suggested to have the link on their site go directly 

to the chamber website rather than having redundant information. 

 

6. Updates 

6.1Christmas Hamper update.  

This venture was a huge success. There were 92 hampers prepared and 87 were 

delivered to the community. The remainder were donated to the food bank. There was 

an excellent response from the community and volunteers. With the surplus donations 

we were able to assist in “Operation Elderly,” donated to “Bags of Love,” and Family and 

Community Support Services. Huge thanks to everyone for making it a huge success. 

Question arose what happened to the extra money. Does it go into savings or donated? 

Greg Litwin reported there was a surplus and the extra went to the food bank. They 

work hand in hand with the foodbank. The money does not go to rent but provided 

2600 lbs of food. 

 

6.1 Promenade  

 A planning committee is still needed for the Promenade. Current volunteers on the 

committee are Christina McEachern, Tania Jeffrey and Cheri Untershultz. There were no 

new members that volunteered and will be revisited next meeting.   

 

6.2.1It was suggested a Trade show may be a welcome addition to the Promenade 

because chamber businesses without storefront could benefit.  A committee will need 

to address the details. There was some feedback on how last year’s promenade was run. 

It was decided the Promenade committee would address the concerns. 

 

6.3Communities in Bloom 

Danielle Schmidt-Paloorn reported that because of the holidays little progress has 

been made. We need more promotion and awareness. The next steps is to talk to the 

newspaper and get out to more people. There are currently three on the committee, 

Bloomers in a bunch, Yvonne Brown and Danielle Schmidt-Paloorn. 

 

6.2 Wellness and Inclusive Communities Committee 

There is a committee that would like to present in Tofield on how we can insure our 

community is a safe and good place to live for all demographics.  The Albert Urban 

Municipalities Association (AUMA) is presenting a seminar with communities to 

address questions and problems they will be in Tofield on January 21st at 9:00 – 

12:00 at the Tofield arena meeting room. 

7 2014 year planning 



7.1 As a group it was agreed that chamber meeting times will alternate mornings and 

noons. Odd month meetings will be held at noon, even month meetings will be held 

at 7:12 AM. The location will be at Beaverhill Lake Nature Centre Museum for all 

meetings unless specifically advertised otherwise. 

7.2 Discussion of our motto “Building a Strong Community by Promoting Business and 

Economic Growth.” A round table discussion was had on how we can measure our 

success as a chamber. It was clear that we need to set goals and develop a plan to 

achieve the goals.  Some ideas generated were make a goal of how many additional 

businesses we would like to add this year. Another suggestion was to publish a 

visible list of accomplishments. Also brought forth was a welcoming committee to 

new businesses that could prepare welcome baskets. We need to do better at 

connecting to the individual. Another suggestion was to resume business spotlights. 

There was interest in resuming the practice. Maybe we need a Welcome package 

from the Chamber. Calvin Andringa summarized there are two parts to this: Micro, 

How do we know in small specific ways we are heading the right direction during 

the year? And macro: What are our overall objectives and how can we measure at 

the end of the year our success.  

8 Meeting Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned by Greg at 1:04 pm 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held February 5 at 7:12 AM at the Beaverhill Museum and 

Nature Center. Many thanks to Yvonne Brown for making it available for us. 

 

 

  


