
 

 

 

February 5 7:12 AM at Beaverhill Museum and Nature Center 

“Building a Strong Community by Promoting Business and Economic Growth” 

 

Present

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Greg Litwin called the meeting to order at 7:20 and members introduced themselves 

2. Adoption of Agenda 

Community Features and Beaver County Update were added to the “Updates” portion 

of the agenda.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as amended. 

CARRIED 

3. Adoption of Dec 4, 2013 minutes  

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of Feb 5 be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 

4. Financial report 

Treasurer Kari Dinton presented the report. There were  seven new memberships 

received and two bills were paid.  

5. Membership 

Memberships frequently come in during events. Vanita is not here to update on banners 

6. Updates 

 

6.1 Promenade.  A planning committee is still needed for the Promenade. Current 

volunteers on the committee are Christina McEachern, Tania Jeffrey and Cheri 

Untershultz. There were no new members that volunteered and will be revisited 

next meeting.  Some ideas generated were to maybe get the school involved, post 

on Tofield Today as well and invite them to participate. We need to hear from the 

town of Ryley We need to have the committee formed no later than next meeting. 

 

6.2 It was suggested a Trade show may be a welcome addition to the Promenade 

because chamber businesses without storefront could benefit.  A Dan Hillyer would 

be willing to head committee will need to address the details. There was some 
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feedback on how last year’s promenade was run. It was decided the Promenade 

committee would address the concerns. How many displays?  

 

6.3  Communities in Bloom - Diane Iverson reported in Daniel Schmidt-Paborn’s 

absence. The community in bloom committee will be suspended until further notice 

due to lack of interest. 

 

6.4 Wellness and Inclusive Communities Committee -Yvonne Brown reported on the 

wellness and inclusive communities committee. It was well attended. Some points 

addressed: Make efforts to embrace newcomers. Some current strengths are the 

foodbank and community billboards. Some hindrances are FOIP and other language 

printing. Some opportunities we could look forward to are perhaps using the 

community Handi-van for tours and painting a mosaic for the community. There was 

an inclusive Inventory taken of the community: are we inclusive? What can we do 

more to feel more included? Communication we are posting information, are 

people receiving the message. There is an increase of cultural diversity coming into 

the community. How will we act? When the report comes, how can we use the 

information to increase our inclusiveness. Busy bee will offer a welcome sign with 

many languages for any business willing to hang the sign. 

 

6.5 Tradeshow in Sherwood Park -  Vanita Eglauer is not here to report on this. 

 

6.6  Community futures - Improve business frontage loans available up tp $10000. The 

town will offer a tax incentive. WE could have the contact from community futures 

to present the concept and see the interest. There was work done 20 years ago. 

There is a possibility that some of the information is still available. The timeline. We 

would like to get started soon. Get an answer by next meeting. There are 3 

businesses each year that would receive a tax incentive each year. It would continue 

until every business has a chance to participate.  How can we use that information 

from 20 years ago? Is it still available? It is important to create something uniquely 

Tofield 

 

6.7  Beaver County Update - Kevin Smook Reported. County developing a new truck 

water fill. West of 833 and 510. There is talk of furthering infrastructure. The county 

is starting a 3 year rotation on clearing ditches etc 

    

7 2014 year planning 

7.1 Discussion of our motto “Building a Strong Community by Promoting Business and 

Economic Growth.” A round table discussion was had on how we can measure our 

success as a chamber. It was clear that we need to set goals and develop a plan to 

achieve the goals.  Some ideas generated were make a goal of how many additional 

businesses we would like to add this year. Another suggestion was to publish a 

visible list of accomplishments. Also brought forth was a welcoming committee to 

new businesses that could prepare welcome baskets. We need to do better at 



connecting to the individual. Another suggestion was to resume business spotlights. 

There was interest in resuming the practice. Maybe we need a Welcome package 

from the Chamber.  

7.2 Its remarkable how often on Tofield today people are looking for information. How 

can we develop our information? How can we become more aware of each other’s 

business? Present an online feature. How can we do better at promoting one 

another? Dave suggested consistent business hours. Business breeds business.  

Increase awareness of benefits chamber membership. Maybe provide a Certificate 

or sticker on door. We should continue this conversation each month.  

8 Meeting Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned by Greg at 8:29 am 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held February 5 at 12:00 PM at the Beaverhill Museum and 

Nature Center. Many thanks to Yvonne Brown for making it available for us. 

 

 

  


